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Keynote Speakers: 
 
Rodney Newberry, MD 
Professor, Internal Medicine (Gastroenterology, Immunology) 
Washington University School of Medicine 

 
Gary Wu, MD 
Ferdinand G. Weisbrod Professor in Gastroenterology at the Perelman School 
of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania and  Associate Director of the 
Center for Molecular Studies in Digestive and Liver Disease.  
 
He is currently Director and Chair of the Scientific Advisory Board for the American 
Gastroenterological Association Center for Gut Microbiome Research and Education 
and is an elected member of both the American Society for Clinical Investigation and 
the American Association of Physicians. The current research programs in his 
laboratory focus on the mutualistic interactions between the gut microbiota and the 
host with a particular focus on metabolism. 
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The intestinal immune system is continuously exposed to antigens ranging from 
innocuous food substances to potential pathogens. In this challenging environment the 
intestinal immune system must both protect the host from infection and mitigate 
potential damage from over exuberant immune responses to innocuous antigens. 
Studies in our lab revolve around two themes investigating how the intestinal immune 
system accomplishes this delicate balancing act.  The first body of work investigates 
how intestinal dendritic cells appropriately guide immune responses to the wide array of 
antigens encountered in the intestine. The second body of work investigates the 
formation and function of a newly appreciated class of intestinal lymphoid tissues, 
isolated lymphoid follicles (ILFs). 
 


